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The FreeBSD Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization that is committed to 

supporting and building the FreeBSD Project 

and community worldwide. Founded in 

March 2000 to fill the need for an outside 

organization that could support the 

community’s vision and growth, The FreeBSD 

Foundation exists to serve the FreeBSD 

community world wide. 

The Foundation board is comprised of 

volunteers that are actively involved in 

FreeBSD and are respected researchers in their 

areas of professional expertise.

The Foundation’s fund-raising efforts 
are essential to keeping FreeBSD free.

The cost of keeping FreeBSD free is growing all 
the time. Private donations fund 100% of the 
FreeBSD Foundation’s efforts.

FreeBSD, the OS choice for many… 
FreeBSD is a robust and scalable operating system, ideally suited 
for servers, embedded devices, security products and desktops. Its 
high performance, stability, security, standards compliance, and 
trouble-free system administration make it the OS of choice for many 
ISPs and content providers, universities, network and data storage 
appliance vendors, and enterprise corporations. FreeBSD makes it 
easy to browse and install from its repository of over 24,000 no-cost 
applications. Customizing FreeBSD to your specific needs is a snap!

FreeBSD is Free.
That’s right. Free. As in no license fees, no cost per seat, no upgrade 
cost, no development kit costs.

Unlike the GNU Public License (GPL), the BSD license allows you to 
make changes to the OS that remain your own intellectual property, 
a protectable asset. The FreeBSD Foundation can help you and your 
company engage with our extensive and active development community 
to improve the core operating system, while allowing you to return only 
the changes you wish. This freedom allows many companies to balance 
their use and contribution to open source with competitive business 
interests in the way that makes the most sense for them.

The entire FreeBSD community and the development 
of the Project benefit from the support of the non-
profit FreeBSD Foundation.

The FreeBSD Foundation is constantly working in support of the 
FreeBSD Project and community in a variety of areas including: 
funding development projects, facilitating developer communication, 
marketing the use of FreeBSD, and handling legal issues.

The Foundation helps fund and coordinate developer summits, 
sponsor BSD related conferences, and promote FreeBSD at technical 
conferences. It also provides travel grants to community members to 
attend and benefit from the these events. 

We also promote the FreeBSD operating system via marketing 
collateral, social media, and publish press releases in concert with the 
FreeBSD Project marketing team.

The Foundation represents the FreeBSD Project in the execution 
of legal contracts, license agreements, copyrights, trademarks, and 
any other legal arrangements that require a recognized legal entity. 
In addition, we provide support for any other legal issues that 
should arise.

We also fund development projects and academic research to support 
emerging technologies such as machine and network virtualization, 
large scale multiprocessing and non-uniform memory access (NUMA), 
and new CPU architectures and interface standards.
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Activities and initiatives 
sponsored by the Foundation 
include:

•	 Funding	development	projects	to	improve	
FreeBSD,	including:	Native	iSCSI	kernel	stack,	
Updated	system	video	console	(Newscons),	
UEFI	system	boot	support,	Capsicum	
compartmentalization	security	framework,	IPv6	
support	in	FreeBSD,	secure	audit	improvements	
for	FreeBSD	cluster,	and	adding	modern	AES	
modes	to	OpenCrypto	(to	support	IP/SEC).

•	 Educating	the	public	and	promoting	FreeBSD.	We	
publish	the	highly	successful	online	magazine,	
the	FreeBSD	Journal.	The	Journal	informs	the	
community	about	the	latest	Project	developments	
and	activities.	In	addition,	we	are	producing	more	
collateral	to	recruit	people	to	the	Project,	educate	
people	about	FreeBSD,	and	inform	people	on	new	
releases.	

•	 Visiting	companies	to	help	facilitate	collaboration	
efforts	with	the	Project,	while	making	sure	
FreeBSD	is	relevant	on	mainstream	platforms.	We	
also	take	company	needs	to	the	FreeBSD	Core	
Team,	to	help	set	the	direction	and	priorities	of	
adding	features	and	functions	to	FreeBSD.

•	 Sponsoring	BSD-related	conferences	including	
BSDCan,	EuroBSDCon,	AsiaBSDCon,	NYCBSDCon,	
MeetBSD,	Developer	and	Vendor	Summits,	and	the	
Grace	Hopper	conference	to	recruit	more	women	
to	the	Project.

•	 Providing	travel	grants	to	FreeBSD	developers	and	
contributors	to	the	above	conferences.	

•	 Funding	scientific	and	academic	research	and	
supporting	new	technologies	to	continue	to	make	
FreeBSD	the	ideal	platform	for	both	research	and	
development.

•	 Protecting	FreeBSD	IP	and	providing	legal	support	
to	the	Project.

•	 Purchasing	hardware	to	build	and	improve	
FreeBSD	project	infrastructure.

•	 Providing	release	engineering	support,	to	produce	
high-quality	and	on-schedule	releases.

We have a history
We were founded in 2000 to fill the need for an outside organization 
that supports the community’s vision and growth. We are separate 
from the FreeBSD Project, giving them the continued freedom to drive 
the direction of FreeBSD.

Over the years we have sponsored a broad range of community and 
development activities, including equipment procurement, project 
development, assisting with developer travel, BSD-related conference 
sponsorship, legal support, executing license agreements, and more.

FreeBSD Success Stories

Beyond its technical strengths, FreeBSD comes with an outstanding 
ecosystem of developers, vendors, and users who openly share 
expertise, talent, and technical improvements. Netflix has embraced 
this community and is committed to giving back its bug fixes and 
enhancements, thus completing the circle of community collaboration.

– David Fullagar, Director of Content Delivery Architecture, Netflix

“We believe strongly that what is good for FreeBSD is good for our 
customers, and what is good for our customers is good for us. The 
BSD License allows us to both use and contribute code freely, and 
allows our customers and the consumers of FreeBSD to do the same. 
FreeBSD has benefited from years of open sharing and collaboration 
which have resulted in a stable, mature, high performance operating 
system.”

– Josh Paetzel, Director of Information Technology, iXsystems,  
www.ixsystems.com

“We leverage FreeBSD as a high quality and high reliability 
management framework that we integrate with our innovative 
storage solutions. NetApp has employed open source components and 
open standards from the outset and we’ve been contributing back to 
the community in turn. The FreeBSD ecosystem, the well-established 
framework for communication, tracking bugs, and the friendly 
community have made it easy and enjoyable to contribute.”

– Brian Pawlowski, Vice President and Chief Technology Officer, 
NetApp, www.netapp.com
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Justin T. Gibbs, President.
Justin is a Senior Software Architect currently 
working on storage systems for Spectra 
Logic. His past experience has ranged from 
office application development at Microsoft 
to embedded systems for general aviation 
aircraft at Avidyne. A member of the FreeBSD 
Development Team since 1993, Justin has 
contributed to many areas of the FreeBSD 
operating system, and is best known for his 
work on the SCSI subsystem. After serving on 
the FreeBSD Core Team from 1995-2000 he 
created the FreeBSD Foundation to provide 
a non-profit framework for funding FreeBSD 
development and community support.

Erwin Lansing, Vice President
Erwin works as a Network and System 
Engineer at DK Hostmaster A/S running 
the Danish .dk ccTLD. He previously held a 
position as Network Systems Engineer at the 
Danish incumbent ISP, TDC and pil.dk, a 
web hosting company. He joined the FreeBSD 
Ports Development Team in 2003 and has 
been a member of the Ports Management 
Team since 2005. He is mainly working on 
the package building cluster, creating and 
distributing ready-to-install binary packages 
of 3rd party software for FreeBSD. He is also 
interesting in anything DNS and actively 
participates in the ICANN and CENTR 
communities.

Dr. Marshall Kirk McKusick, Treasurer.
Dr. Marshall Kirk McKusick writes books 
and articles, teaches classes on UNIX- and 
BSD-related subjects. He has been a developer 
and commiter to the FreeBSD Project since 
its founding in 1993. He also serves on the 
editorial board of the FreeBSD Magazine. While 
at the University of California at Berkeley, he 
implemented the 4.2BSD fast filesystem and 
was the Research Computer Scientist at the 
Berkeley Computer Systems Research Group 
(CSRG) overseeing the development and release 
of 4.3BSD and 4.4BSD.

George Neville-Neil, Secretary
George has been dabbling in the BSD 
world since his undergraduate days in the 
mid-1980s. He was granted his commit bit 
in 2004, and has served two terms on the 
FreeBSD Core team between 2006 and 2010. 
In 2011, he started organizing the semi-an-
nual FreeBSD Vendor Summits that gather 
commercial customers of FreeBSD along with 
project members in order to facilitate the 
movement of technologies between the Proj-
ect and its customers. George co-authored 
“The Design and Implementation of the 
FreeBSD Operating System.” His technical 
contributions are mostly within the FreeBSD 
network stack with occasional forays into 
other parts of the system.

Dru Lavigne, Director.
Dru Lavigne is the Director of Community 
Development for the PC-BSD Project which 
provides a desktop operating system based 
on FreeBSD. She is the former Managing 
Editor of the Open Source Business Resource, 
a monthly publication that examines the 
business of open source. She is the current 
Chair of the BSD Certification Group 
which develops and maintains certification 
examinations for system administrators of 
BSD systems. 

Hiroki Sato, Director
Hiroki Sato, Ph.D. joined the FreeBSD 
Development Team in 2000. He has been 
working as a member of the Core Team 
since 2006 and the Release Engineering and 
Documentation Engineering Teams since 
2004. His focus is maintaining the project’s 
documentation, text processing software, and 
IPv6 network functionality, while actively 
promoting FreeBSD in Asian countries by 
hosting AsiaBSDCon. In 2014 he founded 
BSD Research, a Japan-based non-profit 
to support development and communities 
of FreeBSD in Japan in collaboration with 
FreeBSD Foundation. He is currently an 
assistant professor of Communications and 
Computer Engineering at Tokyo Institute of 
Technology.

Robert N. M. Watson, Director.
Dr Watson is University Lecturer in Systems, 
Security, and Architecture at the University of 
Cambridge Computer Laboratory, where he 
leads a research team exploring intersections 
between operating systems, networking, 
security, program analysis/transformation, 
and computer architecture. He has worked 
extensively with industrial consumers of 
FreeBSD to support their interaction with 
the open-source community, and developed 
the MAC Framework that supports product-
specific security models, such as the 
sandboxing features in iOS, Mac OS X, and 
Junos. Previously, Dr Watson was a Senior 
Research Scientist at McAfee Research. He 
has served on the FreeBSD Core Team and 
Foundation Board for over ten years.

FreeBSD Foundation Board of Directors

The Foundation’s board is comprised of 
software engineers, researchers, management 
professionals, core development team 
members — and actual users of FreeBSD. 
They are uniquely qualified and positioned to 
provide for the support and continued growth 
of FreeBSD.

These volunteers are actively involved in 
FreeBSD and are respected researchers in their 
areas of professional expertise. Some of our 
board members’ contributions include:

•	 Using	FreeBSD	as	a	primary	platform	since	1997	

•	 Extensive	writing	about	FreeBSD	(including	4	books)	
since	2000

•	 Member	of	the	FreeBSD	Documentation	
Engineering,	Release	Engineering	and	the	Core	
Teams,	including	a	Japanese	translation	of	a	book	
about	FreeBSD.

•	 Membership	in	the	Port	Manager	Team	and	a	Ports	
Developer	since	2002

•	 An	original	member	of	the	Core	Team.	Professional	
background	includes	work	for	DARPA	as	a	principal	
investigator	in	OS	Security.	

•	 Designed	the	TrustedBSD	MAC	Framework	used	by	
McAfee,	Mac	OS	X	and	Apple’s	iOS.	

•	 Worked	with	Unix	since	entering	University	in	1985,	
active	developer	on	FreeBSD	since	2000.	

The Foundation’s fund-raising efforts 
are essential to keeping FreeBSD free.

The cost of keeping FreeBSD free is growing all the 
time. Private donations fund 100% of the FreeBSD 
Foundation’s efforts.
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The Financial Picture

As a 501(c)3 charity, all of our work is funded by donations. We believe 
strongly that the community we serve, and those who trust us with their 
donations, deserve insight into how we manage our finances. For this 
reason, our books are published quarterly and can be reviewed in the 
financial section of our website.

Over the past three years, spending on the Project has to-
taled over $1,047,243. The Foundation funds conferences, 
development projects to improve FreeBSD, educational 
material, scientific and academic research, equipment for 
FreeBSD infrastructure, developer and vendor summits, 
legal support, developer travel, and more.

Since our founding in 2000, we have steadily increased 
our fundraising goals and project spending and support. 
We’ve raised nearly $2,000,000 over the last three years. 
And, we have over $1,000,000 investments.

As stewards of the FreeBSD Project’s funds, we are 
extremely conservative in our spending, and make sure 
we stretch those dollars as much as we can. But, we understand the 
technological landscape continues to change at a rampant pace, therefore 
we increase our project development budget each year to add pertinent 
features and function to FreeBSD to keep it relevant.

If you benefit from FreeBSD, please donate. 

Your contribution helps insure:

• Development projects are funded to support emerging technologies
such as machine and network virtualization, large scale
multiprocessing and non-uniform memory access (NUMA), and
new CPU architectures and interface standards.

• BSD conferences continue around the globe.

• Students and contributors have the opportunity to attend
conferences and developer summits.

• The infrastructure of servers and equipment supporting our
community can be maintained.

• The FreeBSD community is grown through marketing and outreach
to users and businesses.

• FreeBSD trademarks are protected and the project has access to
legal counsel.

• FreeBSD continues to serve as the core for research and enterprise
leading to essential products and solutions.

As a percentage of total donations, the 

FreeBSD Foundation has historically 

contributed 80% of its total budget to 

developer and development-related projects.

Some of our future plans include 

increased funding for project 

developments, advocacy, 

education, and research.

The Foundation’s fund-raising efforts 
are essential to keeping FreeBSD free.

The cost of keeping FreeBSD free is growing all the 
time. Private donations fund 100% of the FreeBSD 
Foundation’s efforts.
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